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THESIS PARAGRAPH

(  Fully addresses the question asked

(  Takes a position with regard to the question asked

(  Provides EVIDENCE or developmental ideas (DIs) or road map that will be used

DEVELOPMENTAL PARAGRAPHS

(  Supporting paragraphs include the information necessary to support the thesis. 

(  Topic sentence introduces a specific DI and relates it back to the thesis

(  Cited evidence must be organized utilizing facts and analysis that supports the DI/thesis

(  Always introduce direct quotes from the authors with a lead in sentence that introduces 

   the complete identification of the source.  

(  Concluding sentence summarizes what the developmental paragraph has proved and 

   should make a connection back to the thesis.  

CONCLUSION

(  Reinforce the significance of the evidence presented in the essay to the thesis

(  It does not merely restate the thesis statement of arguments already presented

(  It attempts to answer the questions “so what?”

(  Avoid the expression, “in conclusion” when beginning this paragraph
ANALYZING PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SOURCES

It is critical that any study of history includes words and expressions of those who witnessed it.  Throughout the course you will be analyzing primary source documents such as speeches, books, poems, essays, paintings, music, maps, etc.  The following questions can help you use the documents to further your understanding of historical material:

1.  Who created the source?  What do you know about the author? What is the author’s 

     point of view?

2.  How do place and time affect the meaning of the source?

3.  Is there information you know that would help you understand the primary source?

4.  What is the source trying to convey?  Why was the source produced?

5.  Evaluate the validity of the source.  

