Excerpts from the Treaty of Versailles
On June 28,1919, the Allied powers presented the Treaty of Versailles to Germany for signature.

“Article 42, Germany is forbidden to maintain or construct any fortifications either on the left bank of
the Rhine or on the right bank to the west of a line drawn 50 kilometres to the East of the Rhine.

Axrticle 51, The territories (AlsaceLorraine) which were ceded to Germany in accordance with the
Preliminaries of Peace signed at Versailles on F ebruary 26, 1871, and the Treaty of Frankfort of May 10,
1871, are restored to French sovereignty as from the date of the Armistice of November 11, 1918.

Article 119. Germany renounces in favor of the Principal Allied and Associated Powers all her rights
and titles over her overseas possessions.

- Article 156. Germany renounces, in favour of Japan, all her rights, title and priviléges ... which she
acquired in virtue of’ the Treaty concluded by her with China on March 6, 1898, and of all other
arrangements relative to the Province of Shantune.

Article 159. The German military forces shall be demobilised and reduced as prescribed hereinafter

Article 160. By a date which must not be later than March 31, 1920, the German Army must not
comprise more than seven divisions of infantry and three divisions of cavalry.

After that date the total number of effectives in the Army of the States constituting Germany must not
exceed 100,000 men, including officers and establishments of depots. The Army shall be devoted
exclusively to the maintenance of order within the tertitory and to the control of the frontiers,

The total effective strength of officers, including the personnel of staffs, whatever their composition,
must not exceed four thousand....

Article 231. The Allied and Associated Governments affirm and Germany accepts the responsibility of
Germany and her allies for causing all the loss and damage to which the Allied and Associated
Governments and their nationals have been subjected as a consequence of the war imposed upon them
by the aggression of Germany and her allies.

Article 232. ... The Allied and Associated Governments, however, require, and Germany undertakes,
that she will make compensation for all damage done to the civilian population of the Allied and
Associated Powers and to their property during the period of the belligerency of each as an Allied or
Associated Power against Germany.

From The Treaty of Versailles and After: Annotations of the Text of the Treaty (W ashington,
D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1944,
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Woodrow Wilson:
Excerpts of the Fourteen Points Jan 8, 1918

I. Open covenants of peace, openly arrived at, after which there shall be no private international
understanding of any kind but diplomacy shall proceed always frankly and in the public view.

1L. Absolute freedom of navigation upon the seas, outside territorial waters, alike in peace and in war,
except as the seas may be closed in whole or in part by international action for the enforcement of
international covenants,

IIL. The removal, so far as possible, of all economic barriers and the establishment of an equality of trade
conditions among all the nations consenting to the peace and associating themselves for its maintenance.

IV. Adequate guarantees given and taken that national armaments [weapons] will be reduced to the
lowest point consistent with domestic safety.

V. A free, openminded, and absolutely impartial adjustment of all colonial claims, based upon a strict
observance of the principle that in determining all such questions of sovereignty [government] the
interests of the populations concerned must have equal weight with the equitable claims of the
government whose title is to be determined. ‘

V1. The evacuation [by Germany] of all Russian territory. ...

VIL Belgium, the whole world will agree, must be evacuated and restored, without any attempt to limit
the sovereignty which she enj 0ys in common with all other free nations,

VIIL. All French tetritory should be freed and the invaded portions restored, and the wrong done to
France by Prussia in 1871 in the matter of Alsace-Lorraine, which has unsettled the peace of the world
for nearly fifty years, should be righted, in order that peace may once more be made secure in the
interest of all,

X1. Rumania, Serbia, and Montenegro should be evacuated; occupied territories restored; Serbia
accorded free and secure access to the sea; and the relations of the several Balkan states to one another
determined by friendly counsel along historically established lines of allegiance and nationality; and
international guarantees of the political and economic independence and territorial integrity of the
several Balkan states should be entered into.

XIV. A general association of nations must be formed under specific covenants for the purpose of
affording mutual guarantees of political independence and territorial integrity to great and small states
alike....

From Woodrow Wilson, "Speech on the Fourieen Points," Congressional Record, 65th Congress 2nd Session, 1918, pp. 680681,
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