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Beriin, May 28, 1915

The Imperial Govemment has subjecied the statements of the Govemnmment of the
United States to a careful examination and has the lvely wish on #S part also W
contribute in 2 convincng and friendly mammer  desr wp any risunderstandings
which may have entered iio the relations of the two Governments through the
events mentoned by the American Covernment

I neutral vessels have come o griel tirough the German submarine war during the
past few months by mistake, it is a question of solated and exceptonal cases wiich
are traceable tn the misuse of fAags by the Britich Govermment in connection withe
carciessness or suspicious aciions on the pert of the capisins of the vessels,

Wath regard to the loss of life when the Briich passenger steamer [usiania was
sunk, the German Government has aleady expressed its deep rogret to the newiral
Governiments concorned that nationals of those countries lost thelr fives on that
OLESSIoN. A

It is known to the Imperial Government from reliable formation furnished by &
officials 2nd neviral passengers that for some time pracitically afl the more wanuatle
English merchant vesssls have been provided with guns, ammenunition and other
weapons, and reinforcad with & oew spedially practosd in memEng gums. Acrording
tw reports ot hand hers, the Lusiania wihen she left Rew York undouhiadly had guns
on board which were mounted under decks and masked.

E nstly, the Imperial Government must spedally point out st on her lzst trip the
Lusitaniz, as on carfier occasions, had Canadian roops and munitions on board,
mcluding no less than 5,400 cases of anwnunition destined for the destruciion of
brave German soidiers who are fulfifling with seif-saoifice and devolion thelr duty i
the service of e Fathariand. ‘

The Gormen Govemment belioves that i 2cts in just seif-defense when E sesks @

protect the Hves of s soldiers by desbroving SIMmunison destined for the enenry .

" with the means of war at is command.

According to the express report of the submarine comander concerned, which s
further confirrned by ail other reports, there can be no doubt that the rapkd sinkdng g
the fusitaniz was primarily due to the explosion of the camgo of arumanGon cassed
ty the torpedo. Otherwise, in alf higman probaiifity, the passengers would have
besn saved.



FPro-Gorman Arguments

Generally, the Amavicans believed that the Genmans wers viclating the rights of
humanity with s torpedoing without wamsng of the Lusitania, but the Germans biad
their reasons. Many Garmans defmed that the British deliberately exposed the
Lusitaniz and ried o get & sunk o ambrod the Americans, and get them o join the
war on thelr side. In 1916, the American ambassador to Genmany nterviewed the
Kaiser {ruley of Garmsny) and found that he befeved Hhe ship was going slowly in
danoercus wakers o that i could be essiy destroyed.

Captain Tumer viclated S top-ssoret Admiralty nstroctions, nduding zZig-zagoing,
traveling near the middie of the (frish) dwanael and avoiding headiands {sudh as the
Okl Head of Kinsale, 10 km away). Tumer daimed that 2ig-zagoing was 3 washe of
it and thought that the Irish Charmel was much narmower and therefore travelied
closer by land. And wivy didn't the &r@m Admwraly warn Turner of the sinking of the
Cenbisrfors and Candidatz?

Then the Genmans caimed that the Lesitania was canvying Canadian oops. There
ware 350 Conadians on board on that Bieful voyage., None of them wers soldiers,
zithough at least one of them was planaing o enliist it the Canadian Expediiionany
Forre, Bul sdnce he was not veb & sofdier, he was < an innorent civifian.

The Germans 3o ried o jusiify the snking by saying that the British were using
thair “Blegal” blockads of stopping and confiscating ships crrying cargt o Gormany
in order o sharve the Garman Gizens, and this nafion—wide suffering was worse tan
the sufiering of the victins of the Lusifaniz disaster.




