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Your Excellency’s note, in discussing the loss of American lives resolfing from the
sinking of the steamship [osianiz, adverks sk some length o cerbain infonmation
which the Imperial German Government has recsived with regard to the characher
and outfit of ihat vessel, and your Excellency expresses the fear that Hhis information
- may not have been brought o the attention of the Govemment of the United Sighes.,

It is stated in the nobe that the Lesianiy was undoubtedly equipped with rressied
guns, supplied with rained qunners a2nd spacial arwmueiion, transporting troops
from Canada, camying a cargn not permitted under the laws of the United States o a
vessel also canrying passengers, and serving, in virtusl effect, as an FExTHary o the
naval forces of Grest Britain. ' ' I ' o ' '

It was its duty W0 see to it that the Loslania was not anmed for offensive acion, that
she was not Serving 25 a ransport, that she did mot carry & carge prohibited by the
statutes of the United States, and that, ¥ in fact she was 2 naval vessel of Grest
Britain, she should not recetve dearance as a merchantnan; and & performed thas
duty and enforced its statubes with scrupulous vigilance dwrough s regtdarky
constituted offidals,

K iz able, therofore, o assure the Imperial Garman Governmment st it has beon
misinformed. Wiatever may be the contentions of the Imperial German Goverrment
regarding the carviage of contraband of war on board the {osEaniz or regarting bhe
axplosion of that material by the torpedo, & nead only be szid that in the view of this
Govermiment Hese oontentions are irelevant to the guestion of te legality of the
methods used by the Gerrnan naval suthorides in sinking the vessel

Whatever be the other facts regarding the Lusitzmia, the prindpat fact is that & grest
steamer, primariy and diiefly a conveyante for passengers, and carmying mors than
a thousand souls who had no part or kit in the condutt of the war, was torpedoad
and sunk without so much as & challenge or a warning, and that mesn, VEOHTIEN, S
chitldren were s o their death in droemstances unparafieled in modem warfare,
Crly hrer actusl resisiance W caphtre or refusal o stop when ondered o de so for e
purpase of visit could have afforded the commandsr of the submanine arny
Justification for so much as puiling the lives of those on board the ship in jecpardy. .

The Governmient of the United States therefore deems it reasonable to expect tist

the Impearial German Govaermment will adogt the measures meaessary o put these

- principles into practice in respect of the safeguarding of American ves snd shiips,
and asks for assurances that this will be done.



Fro-Britein Argumaests
The points against Gernmany wers mmore shvious than those aoainst Britsin.

First of &, the British and zfl the neuvtral countries hated GErmany’s unrosirichesd
submanne warfare. Gernmany daimed that ther Motkade was n resnonsa &
Britain’s blockads of caphuring their own ships. But ne one g=iz killed I a blodkads
fice Britain's, and people, induding innocent cvilieans die in unrestricteed SRS
wmrtare:.

Szcond, the British could have Blamed Walther Schwisger, who destroyved many
neutral, passenger and hospita! ships, and some without warming. I Schwicger
dign’t miean 1o Snk the luxoery Bner, he should have been able to soe that i wes o
passenger ship, and save his torpada.



