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I. Ancient History
A. Geography

1. Features

a. archipelago – chain of islands

b. mountains & seas – similar to Greece

c. only 1/5 of land farmable

d. effects of geography:

· isolation

· protection

· encouragement of sea trade

2. Location

a. in Pacific “ring of fire” – produces earthquakes, tsunamis

b. Korea bridge to Chinese knowledge, but far enough to not be conquered by China

B. First Civilizations

1. 1st settlers 2,000 yrs ago

2. Yamato Clan (only dynasty) from sun goddess – current emperor still traces roots there

3. 500 C.E. arrival of Buddhist missionaries from Korea – bring Chinese knowledge including technology, Confucianism

C. Feudal Age

1. similar time & style to Europe’s Middle Ages

2. emperor = figurehead – actual power w/ supreme military commander called shogun

3. 3 shogunates (military dynasties) ruled for 700 yrs

4. Japanese feudal hierarchy:  shogun ( daimyo (warrior lord) ( samurai (lesser warrior, followed chivalric code called bushido)

5. typhoons stopped two Mongol invasions

6. Tokugawa Ieyasu est. Tokugawa shogunate (1603-1868)

a. flourishing of agriculture

b. growth of population, cities

7. Japan briefly allowed Portuguese traders in 1543, but then followed policy of strict isolationism

II. Modern History
A. End of Isolation

1. July 1853 U.S. Commodore Matthew Perry arrives w/ navy & letter demanding open trade btw. Japan & USA

a. huge decision for Japan to obey or fight

b. sign Treaty of Kanagawa w/ USA, unequal treaty w/ clause naming USA as “favored nation”

c. saw power of West, couldn’t fight

d. Britain, France, Russia get similar treaties

2. 1867 daimyo & samurai overthrow shogun, re-establish power of emperor in “Meiji Restoration”

B. Meiji Restoration (1868-1912)

1. “Meiji” = “enlightened rule”

2. motto: “A rich country, a strong military.”

3. began policy of rapid industrialization & westernization

a. sent samurai to U.S., Europe to learn

b. 1889 est. constitution w/ autocratic emperor based on German model

4. modernized so well due to

a. homogenous society w/ common identity

b. economic growth during Tokugawa shogunate

c. experience in learning from China, Korea

5. as industrial power grew, needed & wanted own imperial empire to rival West

a. 1894 defeated China

b. 1905 defeated Russia

c. gained Korea, parts of Manchuria, wanted sphere of influence in Pacific

6. as in Europe, Great Depression in Japan led to extreme nationalism, militarism

a. cry for bigger empire

b. rallied around Emperor Hirohito (1926-1989)

7. 1931 blew up own railroad tracks in Manchuria as excuse attack & seize all of it

8. 1937 invaded China

