	Swedish civilian Arvid Fredborg visited Germany and described the following event in 1943... 

I was on my way to the police station to report my departure (back to Sweden) when I noticed the feared Black Maria* standing outside.  Suddenly a very old woman was brought out of the station in the (car).  Her Face was numb with fright.  As the car started an elderly German woman rushed up to it and tried to open the door, but was off...All the while she was shouting hysterically, “But she is no Jewess-I’ve known her for 30 years, and I know that she is no Jewess.”  She went into the officer and beseeched him to save her friend.  The policeman squirmed, embarrassed, and tried to calm her down by telling her that nothing would happen to her departed friend.  But the woman cried, “I know what they do with the Jews.”  The policeman took her by the arm and led her out, telling her that she was lucky to have been spared from accompanying her friend.  When I was about to leave he said half to himself:  “We can’t help it, you know.”

*Black Maria was the name generally given to the ominous-looking vehicle that was used by the secret police in totalitarian regimes to arrest and deport ‘enemies of the state.’




DOCUMENT #1

DOCUMENT #2

	Commander of Auschwitz extermination camp Rudolph Hoss testified to the War Crimes Tribunal and related the following events from the summer of 1941...

I was summoned to Field Marshall Himmler who said in effect:

“The Fuhrer has ordered the Jewish question to be solved once and for all and that we, the SS are to implement that order.  The existing extermination centers in the East are not in a position to carry out the large Aktionen which are anticipated.  I have therefore earmarked Auschwitz for this purpose because of its good position as regards communications and because the area can be easily isolated and camouflaged.

You will treat this order as absolutely secret, even from your superiors.

The Jews are the sworn enemies of the German people and must be eradicated.  Every Jew we can lay our hands on must be destroyed now during the war, without exception.”



DOCUMENT #3

	Nuremberg Laws, 1935

Law for the Protection of German Blood and German Honor - September 15, 1935

S1 Marriages between Jews and national of German or kindred blood are forbidden.  Marriages concluded in defiance of this law are void...

S2  Relations outside marriage between Jews and nationals of German or kindred blood are forbidden,

S3  Jews will not  be permitted to employ female nations of German or kindred blood in their households.

S4  Jews are forbidden to hoist the Reich and national flag and present the colors of the Reich.

First regulation to the Reich Citizenship Law - November 14, 1935

S5  A Jew cannot be a citizen of the Reich.  He has no right to vote in political matters; he cannot occupy a public office.

Jewish officials shall be retired as of December 31, 1935.  If these officials fought at the front in the World War, for Germany or her allies, they shall receive the full pension to which they are entitled...they shall not, however, advance in seniority.


DOCUMENT #4

	Lord Winterton, representative of the United Kingdom, spoke at the Evian Conference in July, 1938.

The United Kingdom is not a country of immigration.  It is highly industrialized, fully populated and is still faced with the problem of unemployment. His Majesty’s Government believe that one of the most useful contributions which countries of first refuge can make would be to signify their readiness to absorb the refugees from Germany and Austria who also carefully surveying the prospects of the admission of refugees to their colonies and overseas territories.  The economic and social factors which operated in the United Kingdom are here further complicated by considerations of climate, race, and of political development.  These factors impose strict limitations on the opportunities for offering asylum to European refugees...




DOCUMENT #5

	Speech by Adolf Hitler to his commanders and generals on August 22, 1939.

Our strength lies in our quickness and our brutality; Genghis Khan sent millions of women and children to death knowingly and with a light heart.  History sees in him only the great founder of states.

In the East I have put my deaths-head formations in place with the command to relentlessly and without compassion send to death many women and children of Polish origin and language.  Only thus can we gain the living space we need.  Who after all is today speaking about the destruction of the Armenians?

Poland will be depopulated and settled with Germans.  As for the rest, gentlemen, the fate of Russia will be exactly the same as I am now going through with in the case of Poland.  After Stalin’s death - he is a very sick man - we will break the Soviet Union.  Then there will begin the dawn of the German rule on earth.




DOCUMENT #6

	Henri Berenger, French Minister, spoke at the Evian Conference in July, 1938.

France continues to be true to the long standing tradition of universal hospitality which has characterized her throughout all her history.  She will maintain this tradition so far as the limits laid down by her geographical position, her population and her resources permit though she herself has reached, if not already passed, the extreme point of saturation as regards admission of refugees.  France considers the refugee problem to be an international political problem, which can only be solved by the collective action of the Governments of the world.  In regard to German and Austrian refugees, France is prepared to discuss how their immigration can best be controlled, and their settlement effected.  There are various territorial, financial, and social measures which will first have to be closely and carefully considered in executive sub-committees....




DOCUMENT #7

	Report from Czechoslovakia by five relief agencies to the League of Nations High Commissioner on Refugees, February, 1935.

New regulations have been issued by the police which oblige the refugees to present themselves once every month.  Furthermore, there was a tendency to expel all those whose papers were not in order or who attempted to seek work or to establish themselves.  In view of the new policy, it is very doubtful whether any considerable number of refugees would be able to remain permanently in Czechoslovakia.

It was suggested that the High Commissioner should undertake special steps to improve the legal status of the stateless.  At present they are being shoved from one country to another and their position is altogether desperate.

While the High Commissioner made every effort to find new places of work for people overseas, he is greatly hampered by the policy of expulsions which has been adopted by most of the European countries, including, apparently, Czechoslovakia, as no one wanted to accept people who had been expelled from another country.




DOCUMENT #8

	Marion Van Binsbergen Pritchard, a Dutch graduate student during WWII, remembered the following events from 1942-1944...

The [Jewish] father, the two boys and the baby girl moved in and we managed to survive the next two years until the end of the war.  Friends helped to take up the floorboards, under the rug, and build a hiding place in case of raids.

[One night] four Germans, accompanied by a Dutch Nazi policeman, came and searched the house.  They did not find the hiding place, but they had learned that sometimes it paid to go back to a house they had already searched, because by then the hidden Jews might have come out of the hiding place.  The baby started to cry, so I let the children out.  Then the Dutch policeman came back alone.  I had a small revolver that a friend had given me, but never planned to use it.  I felt that I had no choice except to kill him.  I would do it again, under the same circumstances...


DOCUMENT #9

	German SS officers and SD (Security Police) watch as a Jewish man kneeling before a filled mass grave in Vinnista, Ukraine is shot in 1942.  The back of the photograph is inscribed, "The last Jew in Vinnitsa".

[image: image2.jpg]






DOCUMENT #10

	Speech by Adolf Hitler, January, 1939.

...In connection with the Jewish question I have this to say:  it is a shameful spectacle to see how the whole democratic world is oozing sympathy for the poor tormented Jewish people, but remains hard-hearted and obdurate when it comes to helping them...

This is what they say:


1.  “We are not in a position to take in the Jews.”  Yet in these empires there are not even 10 people per square kilometer.  While Germany, with 135 to the square kilometer is supposed to have room for them!


2.  “We cannot take them unless Germany is prepared to allow them a certain amount of capital to bring them as immigrants. “  What they possess today, they have by a very large extent gained at the cost of the less astute German nation by the most reprehensible manipulations.

The German nation does not wish its interests to be determined and controlled by any foreign nation.




DOCUMENT #11

	Post-war testimony of an SS-Schafuhrer (equivalent of a sergeant) in occupied Poland about events in 1941-1942.

During the actions [mass killings], I kept as much in the background as possible, far away from the shootings.  I did not ask to be released from certain duties and given guard duties instead [because] I was afraid [my commanding officer] and others would think I was a coward.  I was worried that I would be adversely affected in some way in the future if allowed myself to be seen as being too weak.

I carried out orders not because I was afraid I would be punished by death if I didn’t.  I knew of no case and still know of no case today where one was sentenced to death because he did not want to take part in the execution of Jews...I did not want to be seen in a bad light, and my chances of promotion would be spoilt or I would not be promoted at all.




DOCUMENT #12

	Request submitted by a Dutch citizen to Nazi occupation authorities in 1942.

While assisting with the arrest of a Jew on September 24th, 1942 I suffered bodily injuries and my clothing was damaged.

An upper tooth was knocked out.

My hat got lost.  My raincoat, shirt and tie were smeared with blood.  I cannot wear these things anymore.  My trousers, also smeared with blood, can be cleaned or turned.

I kindly request compensation for:

1-treatment at the dentist for a new tooth    f.25

2-buying a new hat                                          f.7.5

3-repairing of my raincoat or obtaining  

another one out of Jewish possessions         f.20

4-choosing a shirt and tie out of Jewish       f.5

possessions

5-cleaning or repairing my trousers             f.7.5

                                                                            f.65








Yours faithfully,








 C.B. Hansen




DOCUMENT #13

	Letter from the Movement For the Care of Children From Germany British Inter-Aid Committee written to the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, April, 1939. 
This movement has already brought into England 4343 children, and we are still bringing in children at the rate of about 150 per week.  Of the children that are now here we have placed the majority in private families who have undertaken to give hospitality to them until they reach the age of 18.

We do not discriminate the religion, the race, or the importance of the child’s family, but merely bring over the most urgent cases.

We would be very grateful if you would cooperate with us in this task, both in rescuing more children from Germany and in taking children which are already in England, for it is only by re-emigrating some of the children now here that we can find room to take more from Germany.




DOCUMENT #14

	Memo by Thomas Handy, U.S. Assistant Chief of Staff, War Department, written to Director, Civil Affairs Division, conveying the Operations Division's conclusion on bombing deportation railways, June 26, 1944.

OPD 383.7 (23 Jun 44)

Proposed Air Action to Impede Deportation of Hungarian and Slovak Jews.

26 June 1944

1. Reference is made to Civil Affairs Division disposition form, subject as above, dated 23 June 1944, which forwarded to the Operations Division for necessary action a paraphrase of a cable on the above subject.

2. The Operations Division, WDGS, recommends that the Civil Affairs Division reply to Mr. Morgenthau, the Chairman of the War Refugee Board, substantially as follows:

"The War Department is of the opinion that the suggested air operation is impracticable for the reason that it could be executed only by diversion of considerable air support essential to the success of our forces now engaged in decisive operations.

"The War Department fully appreciates the humanitarian importance of the suggested operation. However, after due consideration of the problem, it is considered that the most effective relief to victims of enemy persecution is the early defeat of the Axis, an undertaking to which we must devote every resource at our disposal."

3. A copy of this D/F, with identical enclosure, has been furnished CG, AAF and AC/S, G-2.

Thos. T. Handy,

Major General,

Assistant Chief of Staff



DOCUMENT #15

	Excerpt from Der Giftpilz (The Poisonous Mushroom), a children’s book published in 1938.

[image: image1.wmf]
A mother and her young boy are gathering mushrooms in the German forest. …

"Look, Franz, human beings in this world are like the mushrooms in the forest. There are good mushrooms and there are good people. There are poisonous, bad mushrooms and there are bad people…And do you know, too, who these bad men are, these poisonous mushrooms of mankind?" the mother continued.

Franz slaps his chest in pride:

"Of course I know, mother! They are the Jews! Our teacher has often told us about them."

The mother praises her boy for his intelligence, and goes on to explain the different kinds of "poisonous" Jews: the Jewish pedlar, the Jewish cattle-dealer, the Kosher butcher, the Jewish doctor, the baptised Jew, and so on.

"However they disguise themselves, or however friendly they try to be, affirming a thousand times their good intentions to us, one must not believe them. Jews they are and Jews they remain. For our Volk they are poison."

"Like the poisonous mushroom!" says Franz.

"Yes, my child! Just as a single poisonous mushrooms can kill a whole family, so a solitary Jew can destroy a whole village, a whole city, even an entire Volk."

Franz has understood.

"Tell me, mother, do all non-Jews know that the Jew is as dangerous as a poisonous mushroom?"

Mother shakes her head.

"Unfortunately not, my child. There are millions of non-Jews who do not yet know the Jews. So we have to enlighten people and warn them against the Jews. Our young people, too, must be warned. Our boys and girls must learn to know the Jew. They must learn that the Jew is the most dangerous poison-mushroom in existence. Just as poisonous mushrooms spring up everywhere, so the Jew is found in every country in the world. Just as poisonous mushrooms often lead to the most dreadful calamity, so the Jew is the cause of misery and distress, illness and death."
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DBQ: HOLOCAUST BLAME (100 POINTS)

INTRODUCTION

When writing an essay, imagine that you are a lawyer trying to prove a case.  Your main idea, or argument, is expressed in your thesis statement.  And just as a lawyer refers to evidence to prove his case, as a writer you must use examples to prove your thesis.

In Social Studies, a particular type of essay is the Document-Based Question (DBQ).  A DBQ is just what it sounds like:  a question based on documents.  To fully answer the question, you will need to use information in the provided documents as examples, or evidence, to prove your thesis statement.

DIRECTIONS


The following question is based on the accompanying documents.  As you analyze the documents, take into account both the source of the document and the author’s point of view. Be sure to:

a. Carefully read the document-based question.  Consider what you already know about this topic.  How would you answer the question if you had no documents to examine? 

b. Now, read each document carefully, underlining key phrases and words that address the document-based question.  You may also wish to use the margin to make brief notes.

c. Organize the documents into three distinct groups.

d. Based on your own knowledge and on the information found in the documents, formulate a thesis that directly answers the question and provides a structural “road map”.

e. Organize supportive and relevant information into a brief outline.

f. Write a well-organized essay proving your thesis. The essay should be logically presented and should include information both from the documents and from your knowledge outside the documents.

ESSAY STRUCTURE AND FORMAT 

· This essay must be FIVE paragraphs and no more than 5 pages

· Essay must be typed, double-spaced, with 12 pt. Times New Roman font and 1” margins

· Your thesis statement must be underlined

· Pass in DBQ rubric on due date
Additional information beyond the documents


The documents provide you with only fragments of evidence. Answers should include relevant information from beyond the documents—information that you have learned from our study of the Holocaust, your textbook, outside reading, etc.





Question:   Who is to blame for the Holocaust?








