2 WORLD HISTORY II





   Debate Date:_________________________

Mr. Louchheim
DEBATE: DROPPING THE BOMB!
Directions: Imagine that it is August 1st, 1945.  The United States and the Allies recently celebrated V-E Day a few months prior on May 7-8, 1945 after the defeat of Nazi Germany.  Now the only opponent left standing in World War II is Japan.  Recently, the United States has developed and successfully tested a powerful new weapon, the atomic bomb.  The U.S. has also won two important battles in the Pacific, Iwo Jima and Okinawa, which have allowed the U.S. to move their forces as close as 350 miles away from the Japanese mainland.  As one of the president’s closest advisors, your task is to persuade President Truman whether or not the bomb should be used to bring the war to an end.  

1.  You will be assigned to either argue: 

     YES, the bomb is needed to end World War II

     NO, the bomb is not needed to end World War II

2.  Your task is to find specific and detailed information that supports your argument in the 

     following categories:

     MILITARY

     POLITICAL

     ECONOMIC

     ETHICAL

     You will need at least three (3) specific pieces of evidence for each category.  

     Make sure that you are able to explain what sources your statistics come from and include primary     source quotations from major people involved on both sides!  

     ***Remember that the date is August 1st, 1945 so you cannot use any information or statistics that 

     were available after the bomb was dropped (exact casualties, effects of nuclear energy, damage 

     created etc.)  You are allowed to use projected information that the U.S. has prior to dropping the 

     bomb.  

3.  You will be responsible to work with your team on presenting part of your side’s argument.  Use handouts and/or slides to communicate your argument. Your presentation must contain the sources used for your research.  Refer to the LMC’s information on MLA formatting.       

the atomic bomb
DEBATE RUBRIC

Name_______________________________Topic/Position___________________________________
	
	Very Good-Excellent
	Satisfactory-Good
	Needs Improvement
	Not meeting set standards

	Preparation
	Argument is thoroughly researched.  Skillfully executes role within team.  Class time was well-used.


	Argument is well- researched.  Executes role within team.  Class time was used appropriately.


	Argument is adequately researched with some holes remaining.  Some confusion on role within team.  Class time should have been used more effectively.


	Argument is poorly researched.  Student seems confused about role within team.  Class time was not properly used.



	Information
	Student exhibits a complete understanding of both sides of the topic.  Uses many specific examples, evidence, data, etc. to support argument.  All information is historically accurate and factual.
	Student exhibits a good understanding of both sides of the topic.  Uses several specific examples, evidence, data, etc. to support argument.  All information is historically accurate and factual.
	Student exhibits good understanding of own topic but not the opposition.  Some specific examples but tends to generalize.  Some errors in accuracy.
	Student exhibits no understanding of own topic.  Information is general and/or vague.  Information contains many factual/historical errors.

	Persuasion
	Argument is made logically, coherently, and passionately.  Visual aids assist the argument.  Any rebuttal points convincingly refute the opposition’s points.
	Argument is made logically but with little emotion. Any rebuttal points directly refute the opposition.
	Argument is difficult to follow at times.  Rebuttals refute the opposition’s topic, but not necessarily the points they made.
	Argument is confusing and/or illogical.  Rebuttals do not refute the opposition.

	Presentation
	Student speaks clearly, audibly, with good eye contact and confidence.  Argument meets length requirement.  Treats fellow classmates with respect.
	Student is usually clear and audible.  Makes eye contact and seems mostly confident. Argument meets length requirement.  Treats fellow classmates with respect.
	Student is mostly understandable but lacks confidence and eye contact.  Argument falls somewhat short of length requirement.  Treats fellow classmates with respect.
	Student lacks clarity and/or cannot be heard.  Student does not make eye contact with the class.  Argument is less than half of the length requirement.  Disrespects classmates and/or makes personal attacks.


Grade______/50 

