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TWO TREATISES ON GOVERNMENT
John Locke, 1690
But though men, when they enter into society, give up the equality, liberty, and executive power they had in the state of nature, into the hands of the society...the power of the society, or legislative constituted by them, can never be supposed to extend farther than the common good...[W]hoever has the legislative or supreme power of any commonwealth, is bound to govern by established standing laws, promulgated and known to the people, and not by extemporary decrees by indifferent [unbiased] and upright judges, who are to decide controversies by those laws; and to employ the force of the community at home, only in the execution of such laws, or abroad to prevent or redress foreign injuries, and secure the community from inroads and invasion. And all this to be directed to no other end, but the peace, safety, and public good of the people...


The reason why men enter into society is the preservation of their property; and the end why they choose and authorize a legislature is, that there may be laws made, and rules set, as guards and fences to the property of all the members of society: to limit the power, and moderate the dominion, of every part and member of society,...


Whensoever therefore the legislative [power] shall transgress this fundamental rule of society, and either by ambition, fear, folly or corruption, endeavor to grasp themselves, or put into the hands of any other, an absolute power over the lives, liberties, and estates of the people; by this breach of trust they forfeit the power the people had put into their hands for quite contrary ends, and it devolves [passes on] to the people, who have a right to resume their original liberty, and, by the establishment of a new legislative, (such as they shall think fit) provide for their own safety and security, which is the end for which they are in society...
Use the excerpts above to answer the following questions:

1. In Locke’s opinion, which of the following groups has the final authority of government?


a. the legislature


b. the prince


c. the people


d. the judges

2. Which of the following statements best summarizes the excerpts above?


a. People should give up their fundamental rights in order to establish absolute monarchies.


b. People establish governments in order to set and enforce laws.  If a government does not do this, the people may abolish it.


c. Most legislative powers are corrupt.


d. Judges may need to act outside the law.

3. According to Locke, what do people give up when they enter into a society?  Why do you think people do this?
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THE LEVIATHAN
Thomas Hobbes, 1651
Use the excerpts above to answer the following questions:

1. Did Hobbes believe men possess the ability to govern themselves? Explain.

2. Why do men need a “common power” (e.g. a monarch)?

3. Do you know the definition for the word “leviathan”?
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THE SPIRIT OF THE LAWS
Baron de Montesquieu, 1748
In every government there are three sorts of power; the legislative; the executive, in respect to things dependent on the law of nations; and the executive, in regard to things that depend on the civil law.  By virtue of the first, the prince or magistrate enacts temporary or perpetual laws, and amends or abrogates those that have been already enacted. By the second, he makes peace or war, sends or receives embassies; establishes the public security, and provides against invasions. By the third, he punishes criminals, or determines the disputes that arise between individuals…[which] we shall call the judiciary power….  The political liberty of the subject is a tranquility of mind, arising from the opinion each person has of his safety. In order to have this liberty, it is requisite the government be so constituted as one man need not be afraid of` another.  When the legislative and executive powers are united in the same person, or in the same body of magistrates, there can be no liberty; because apprehensions may arise, lest the same monarch or senate should enact tyrannical laws, to execute them in a tyrannical manner.  Again, there is no liberty, if the power of judging be not separated from the legislative and executive powers. Were it joined with the legislative, the life and liberty of the subject would be exposed to arbitrary control, for the judge would then be the legislator. Were it joined to the executive power, the judge might behave with all the violence of an oppressor.  There would be an end of every thing were the same man, or the same body, whether of the nobles or of the people to exercise those three powers that of enacting laws, that of executing the public resolutions, and that of judging the crimes or differences of individuals. …What a situation must the poor subject be in, under those republics! The same body of magistrates are possessed, as executors of the laws, of the whole power they have given themselves in quality of legislators. They may plunder the state by their general determinations; and as they have likewise the judiciary power in their hands, every private citizen may be ruined by their particular decisions. 

Use the excerpts above to answer the following questions:

1. What are the “three sorts of power” according to Montesquieu?  What is the job of each one?

2. Study the line, “When the legislative and executive powers are united in the same person, or in the samebody of magistrates, there can be no liberty…”  What does this mean? What idea was Montesquieu advocating?  Does this idea sound familiar? Where else is this idea found?
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THE SOCIAL CONTRACT
Jean-Jacques Rosseau, 1762
	
	Use the excerpts above to answer the following questions:

1. Which did Rousseau believe was better—a government freely formed by the people or one imposed on a people by force?

2. Did Rousseau believe that it was right of the strongest to rule?

3. How would you compare Locke’s ideas about government with Rousseau’s?




