Art Terminology
Cartoon = A full sized drawing made in preparation for a painting, particularly for a fresco.  The cartoon was pinned to the wall to be painted, marks were usually made along the outlines of the drawing.  The artist then dusted his cartoon with charcoal, so that when it was removed the marks of the outline would be left on the wall. 

Carving in the Round = A three-dimensional sculpture designed to be viewed from all sides. 

Chiaroscuro = This means “light-dark” in Italian. It refers to the strongest contrast between light and shadow used to mold the shapes in paintings – particularly in oil paintings. Portraits with light faces molded with strong shadows and with dark backgrounds are good examples of chiaroscuro.  

Fresco = The traditional method of making a wall painting, popular during the Renaissance. The word means “fresh” or “cold” in Italian. The artist applied paint directly onto the surface of a freshly plastered wall. As the paint dried it became part of the wall itself. Fresco colors were soft and muted. It was difficult for the fresco artist to correct his mistakes afterwards. 

Foreshortening = The method of making limbs appear shorter or hidden if they are pointing directly at the viewer. 

Perspective = Painters in the early 15th century observed that the angles of regular shapes, such as the rooflines of buildings, appear to converge on a single point, called the vanishing point. This effect is known as “linear perspective.”  Leonardo also noticed that colors became gradually lighter in the far distance – an effect called “aerial perspective.” 

Pieta = A painting or sculpture depicting the Virgin Mary cradling the body of her son, Jesus after he had been crucified. 

Relief = a sculpture carved into a flat surface and designed to be seen from the front only.

Sfumato = In Italian this means hazy or smudged, and relates to the word for smoke or something seen through a smoky haze. It is used in particular to refer to distant, hazy blue landscapes, as seen in many of Leonardo’s paintings.
