2 WORLD HISTORY II                                                 Name:______________________________
Mr. Hoey

MIDDLE EAST DEBATES
Directions:  Your class will be taking part in a few short debates on topics concerning the Middle East.  You will work in groups on either the “pro” or “con” side of one of the statements below.

The format of the debate will follow the basic procedure detailed below:

	Introduction 
	(2 minutes)

	Arguments 
	(3 minutes)

	Rebuttals 
	(1-2 minutes)

	Arguments 
	(3 minutes)

	Rebuttals 
	(1-2 minutes)

	Conclusion
	(2 minutes)


Fill this out:

My question and side are:

Our major arguments are:

My role in the debate is:

My homework for tonight is:

Responsibilities for each role
Introduction:

Must state the basic position of the side

Must know the topics of the 3 arguments of his/her side

Must be able to give basic outline of each argument without giving all the information away

May read from a completely prepared written introduction

May start with a graphic story or quotation to illustrate his/her and appeal to emotions 

Must speak for 2 minutes
Arguments:

Must have a clear and distinct topic sentence (check that you don’t overlap with other team members)

Must use specific evidence to prove topic sentence

Use the text, notes, handouts and outside research to find good evidence

May read from a completely prepared written argument

May use pictures, maps, graphs or documents on the overhead/LCD to illustrate a point

Must speak for 3 minutes

Rebuttals:

Must reply directly to the opposing side’s argument

Must critique the argument not the person making the argument

Must use specific evidence to support each point

May use notes to be prepared with evidence

Must be able to anticipate opponent’s arguments and think flexibly

Must speak for one to two minutes

Conclusion:

Must restate his/her sides position on imperialism

Must restate the 3 basic arguments of his/her side

May come prepared with part of the conclusion written

Must attempt to repair damage caused by your opponent’s rebuttals (you need to show why their rebuttal was wrong)

Must be able to think flexibly so that you can make a final critique of your opponent

Must speak for two minutes

GRADING RUBRIC

Categories are ranked from 1 (low) to 5 (high)

	Preparation

Topic sentences

Evidence

Speaking ability

Persuasiveness


	____ 

____

____ 

____

____

	Subtotal
	____ x 2  = ______ / 50  PTS. TOTAL                


Statements:  


Israel should return the Golan Heights to Syria.


The United States should recognize Hamas as the government of Gaza.


Overall, the influence of the West in the Middle East has been positive.











