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DBQ RUBRIC: MIDDLE AGES
Score A. Demonstrates Superiority

· tight, specific introduction and conclusion
· clear topic sentences that answer the complete question
· topic sentence is strongly supported with at least three details
· correctly uses 8-10 documents with perfect document citation
· presents a clear, logical, and sophisticated argument and development of paragraphs
· consistent and thorough analysis, showing deep understanding of the Middle Ages

· good use of outside knowledge to make argument

· perfect spelling/grammar

Score B. Demonstrates Competence
· vague introduction or conclusion

· topic sentences that address the question
· topic sentence is well supported with three details
· correctly uses 6 or 7 documents and/or small error in document citation

· argument is mostly well-organized and easy to read

· solid analysis with a need for development, showing understanding of the Middle Ages
· some use of outside knowledge to make argument

· few spelling/grammar errors

Score C. Suggests Competence

· weak introduction or conclusion

· vague topic sentences that may identify only part of the question
· topic sentence is only supported with two details
· uses 5 or fewer documents and/or some errors in document usage/citation

· argument contains errors in organization and transitions

· limited analysis with reliance on summary; shows general understanding of the Middle Ages
· little use of outside knowledge to make argument

· several spelling/grammar errors

Score D. Suggests Improvement Needed

· weak introduction and conclusion

· vague topic sentences that may identify only part of the question
· topic sentence is not supported
· documents incorrectly used and/or several errors in document citation

· argument lacks organization and difficult to follow
· no analysis or incorrect analysis with a laundry list of documents; lacks connections to the Middle Ages
· no use of outside knowledge to make argument

· major spelling/grammar errors

Score F. Demonstrates Inability to Analyze and Write Essay

· misunderstands question

· responds vaguely, irrelevantly, inaccurately, or without supporting facts

· does not correctly use documents

· no analysis

· off on tangent using historical background information in place of documents
