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DBQ: THE MIDDLE AGES (100 POINTS)

INTRODUCTION

The Middle Ages in Europe, a period of time from approximately A.D. 500 to 1400, have been referred to by a variety of terms: the Age of Faith, the Dark Ages, the Age of Feudalism, and even a Golden Age.  The medieval era began with the destruction of the Roman Empire and the disorder that followed, which led to the rise of feudalism.  During this period of darkness, the Roman Catholic Church provided spiritual direction as well as many nonreligious functions for the people of the times.  Many literary, artistic, and architectural advances occurred.

DIRECTIONS


The following question is based on the accompanying documents.  As you analyze the documents, take into account both the source of the document and the author’s point of view. Be sure to:

a. Carefully read the document-based question.  Consider what you already know about this topic.  How would you answer the question if you had no documents to examine? 

b. Now, read each document carefully, underlining key phrases and words that address the document-based question.  You may also wish to use the margin to make brief notes.  Answer the questions that follow each document in order to gain a better understanding of the information in that document.
c. Based on your own knowledge and on the information found in the documents, formulate a thesis that directly answers the question and provides a structural “road map”.

d. Organize supportive and relevant information into a brief outline.

e. Write a well-organized essay proving your thesis. The essay should be logically presented and should include information both from the documents and from your knowledge outside the documents.

ESSAY STRUCTURE AND FORMAT 

· This essay must be FIVE paragraphs and between 2-3 pages

· Essay must be typed, double-spaced, with 12 pt. Times New Roman font and 1” margins

· Your thesis statement must be underlined

· Make sure to cite at least TWO documents in each of your three body paragraphs.

· AVOID PLAGIARISM.  This should be your work. 

Additional information beyond the documents


The documents provide you with only fragments of evidence. Answers should include relevant information from beyond the documents—information that you have learned from our study of the Middle Ages and your textbook


Question:   Which labels for the Middle Ages best describe the era between 500 and 1400 in Europe: the Dark Ages, the Age of Feudalism, the Age of Faith, or the Golden Age of Europe?  You must discuss three labels.








