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AE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO

Chapter 2@@ @ Sec_tion 2 (pages 551555

T 1847, Kar} Marx and Friedrich Engels published the Communist Manifesto as a
platform for the Cormmunist League, a small German workers’ party. In the excerpt
below, they present their view of “bourgeois society.”

The history of all hifhcrt_(o existing society is
the history of class struggles. Freeman and slave,

patrician and plebeian, lord and serf, guildmaster .

and journeyman, in a2 word, oppresser end op-

pressed, stood in constant opposition to one an-
other, carried on an uninterrupted, now hidden,
pow open fight, a fight that each time ended, '

either in a revolutionary reconstitution of society

at large, or in the common ruin of the contend-
ing classes. ... : ‘

The modem bourgeois society that has
sprouted from the ruins of feudal society, has not
dorie away with class antagonisms. It has but es-
tablished new classes, new conditions of oppres-
sion, new forms of suuggle in place of the old
ones. g .

Our epoch, the epoch of the bourgeoisie, pos-
sesses, however, this distinctive fearure: It has
sirnplified the class antagonisms. Society as a
whole is more and more splitting up into two
hostile camps, into two classes directly facing
each other—bourgeoisie and proletariat, . . .

. The bourgeoisie, wherever it has got the upper

“hand, has put an end to all feudal, patriarchal,

idyllic relations. It has pitilessly torn asunder the

‘motley feudal ties that bound man to his “nata-

ral superiors,” and has left no other bond be-
tween man and man than naked sel-interest,
than callous “cash payment.” It has drowned the
most heavwenly ecstasies of religious fervor, of
chivalrous enthusiasm, of philistine sentimental-
isin, mn thé icy water of egotistical calculation. It
has resolved personal worth into exchange value,
and in place of the numberless indefeasible {inca-
pable of being annuiled] chartered freedoms, has
set up that single, unconscionsble freedom—Free
Trade. In one word, for exploitation, veiled by

religious and political Hlusions, it has substituted-

naked, sharneless direct, brutal exploitation.

The bourgeoisie has stripped of its halo every
occupation hitherte honored and looked up to
with reverent awe, It has converted the physi-
cian, the lawyer, the priest, the poet, the man of
seience into. its paid wage-laborers.

1. According to Marx and Engels, on what struggle is the history of society

hased?

. Who is the oppressed in each of the foilowing relationships? (a] patrician and

plebeian (b) guildmaster and journeyman {c) bourgeoisie and proletariat

3. According to Marx and Engels, there has always been oppression. Why, then,
do they feel that their epoch is worse than previous epochs?

4. (a) According to Marx and Engels, what ties bound the lord to his serfs?

(b} What ties now bind the bourgeoisie to the proletariat?

(¢} Why do Marx and Engels believe that the ties between a loxd and his serfs
were more acceptable than those between the bourgeoisie and proletariat?
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Marxist Theor:y

CAPITALISM

* Private Qwnership of Industry .
» The Freedom of Competition

* Results in Unequal
Economic Classes

4

CLASS STRUGGLE

» Rich Class and Working Class
Struggie Over Wealth

¥

WORKERS REVOLT

« Working Class Carries Gut Plan
to Over take Upper Class

N

SQCIALISM

« Government Ownership of
Industry ‘

» Goal is to Bring Economic
- Equality

= And Have a Classless Society

4

- COMMUNISM

« Goal of classless society
achieved

= No Governmeant neaded




