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“It’s All A Swindle”  (Alles Schwindel) by Mischa Spoliansky and Marcellus Schinder (1931)


Lyrics: 
Papa swindles 
Mama swindles 
Grandmama's a lying thief 
We're perfectly shameless 
but we're blameless 
after all it's our belief 
Nowadays the world is rotten 
honesty has been forgotten 
fall in love but after kissing -- 
check your purse to see what's missing 
Everyone swindles some 
my son's a mooch and so's the pooch

CHORUS:  Life's a swindle, yes, it's all a swindle 
so get what you can 
from your fellow man 
Girls and boys today 
would rather steal than play 
and we don't care 
We tell them get your share 
Life is short and greed's in season 
all mankind has lost its reason 
life is good, knock on wood, knock, knock

Shops will swindle shoppers swindle 
every purchase hides a tale 
The price is inflated or regulated to ensure the store will fail 
Wheel and deal and pull a fast one 
knowing you won't be the last one 
get the goods while they are going 
grab the cash while it is flowing 
Everyone swindles some 
what the heck go bounce a check

CHORUS

Politicians 
are magicians 
who make swindles disappear 
The bribes they are taking 
the deals they are making 
never reach the public's ear 
The left betrays, 
the right dismays 
the country's broke 
and guess who pays 
But tax each swindle in the making 
profits will be record breaking 
Everyone swindles some 
so vote for who will steal for you

CHORUS


1. In 3 sentences what does this say about life in Germany in the early 1930s?









2. What are some predictions why Germany might be in such a poor economic state?







3.  What is so telling about the last line?  Why is this an incredibly dangerous time for Germany and the rest of Europe?
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