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INTRODUCTION TO IMPERIALISM
Directions:  Read the selection below and answer the questions that follow.  

The 19th century Europeans have access to steam engines and medical advances.  They have the technical know-how to develop the resources of the land they control. They want to develop these resources to make themselves great profits.  Many believe that they also have both the right and the responsibility to develop the lands and cultures of less advanced areas of the world.  

1.  Does a technologically advanced nation have a responsibility to share its advances with less-developed areas? Why or why not?

2.  Is it acceptable to impose your culture on another culture group?  Why or why not?

3.  If the United States developed a cure for cancer, but it required taking resources from another country against their will, what would be the “right” thing to do?

4.  Who should benefit from the natural resources of an area?  The people living there?  People who have the power to better utilize these resources?  Explain your answer.  

5.  Imagine that your nation has been colonized by a more advanced nation.  What might be some advantages/benefits of this situation?  What might be some problems/disadvantages?
