2 WORLD HISTORY II                                                 Name:______________________________

Mr. Louchheim
IMPERIALISM DEBATE

Directions:  Your class will be taking part in a debate examining the impact of western imperialism in the late 1800s and early 1900s. You will work in groups on either the “pro” or “con” side of the statement below.


The format of the debate will follow the basic procedure detailed below:

	Introduction 
	(2 minutes)

	Argument 
	(3 minutes)

	Rebuttal 
	(1-2 minutes)

	Argument 
	(3 minutes)

	Rebuttal 
	(1-2 minutes)   (etc)

	Conclusion
	(2 minutes)


By the end of class you will fill this out:

My side is:

Our major arguments are:

My role in the debate is:

My homework for tonight is:

Responsibilities for each role

Introduction:

Must state the basic position of the side

Must know the topics of the 3 arguments of his/her side

Must be able to give basic outline of each argument without giving all the information away

May read from a completely prepared written introduction

May start with a graphic story or quotation to illustrate his/her and appeal to emotions 

Must speak for 2 minutes
Arguments:

Must have a clear and distinct topic sentence (check that you don’t overlap with other team members)

Must use specific evidence to prove topic sentence

Use the text, notes, handouts and outside research to find good evidence

May read from a completely prepared written argument

May use pictures, maps, graphs or documents on the overhead/LCD to illustrate a point

Must speak for 3 minutes

Rebuttals:

Must reply directly to the opposing side’s argument

Must critique the argument not the person making the argument

Must use specific evidence to support each point

May use notes to be prepared with evidence

Must be able to anticipate opponent’s arguments and think flexibly

Must speak for one to two minutes

Conclusion:

Must restate his/her sides position on imperialism

Must restate the 3 basic arguments of his/her side

May come prepared with part of the conclusion written

Must attempt to repair damage caused by your opponent’s rebuttals (you need to show why their rebuttal was wrong)

Must be able to think flexibly so that you can make a final critique of your opponent

Must speak for two minutes

LEGACY OF IMPERIALISM

DEBATE RUBRIC

Name_______________________________Topic/Position___________________________________
	
	Very Good-Excellent
	Satisfactory-Good
	Needs Improvement
	Not meeting set standards

	Preparation
	Argument is thoroughly researched.  Skillfully executes role within team.  Class time was well-used.


	Argument is well- researched.  Executes role within team.  Class time was used appropriately.


	Argument is adequately researched with some holes remaining.  Some confusion on role within team.  Class time should have been used more effectively.


	Argument is poorly researched.  Student seems confused about role within team.  Class time was not properly used.



	Information
	Student exhibits a complete understanding of both sides of the topic.  Uses many specific examples, evidence, data, etc. to support argument.  All information is historically accurate and factual.
	Student exhibits a good understanding of both sides of the topic.  Uses several specific examples, evidence, data, etc. to support argument.  All information is historically accurate and factual.
	Student exhibits good understanding of own topic but not the opposition.  Some specific examples but tends to generalize.  Some errors in accuracy.
	Student exhibits no understanding of own topic.  Information is general and/or vague.  Information contains many factual/historical errors.

	Persuasion
	Argument is made logically, coherently, and passionately.  Visual aids assist the argument.  Any rebuttal points convincingly refute the opposition’s points.
	Argument is made logically but with little emotion. Any rebuttal points directly refute the opposition.
	Argument is difficult to follow at times.  Rebuttals refute the opposition’s topic, but not necessarily the points they made.
	Argument is confusing and/or illogical.  Rebuttals do not refute the opposition.

	Presentation
	Student speaks clearly, audibly, with good eye contact and confidence.  Argument meets length requirement.  Treats fellow classmates with respect.
	Student is usually clear and audible.  Makes eye contact and seems mostly confident. Argument meets length requirement.  Treats fellow classmates with respect.
	Student is mostly understandable but lacks confidence and eye contact.  Argument falls somewhat short of length requirement.  Treats fellow classmates with respect.
	Student lacks clarity and/or cannot be heard.  Student does not make eye contact with the class.  Argument is less than half of the length requirement.  Disrespects classmates and/or makes personal attacks.


Grade______/50 

Question:  Overall, the “new” imperialism benefitted the world as a whole.











