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TIMELINES AND DATES

When you study history, it is important to take note of dates.  Dates tell you when events took place and help you keep track of the sequence of events.  Knowing the order in which events happened makes it easier to understand how one event may have influenced another. 

In a reading selection about history, you might see dates such as 300 B.C. or A.D. 300. These dates contain the same number, but the letters B.C. (B.C.E.) and A.D. (C.E.) tell us that the two dates stand for different times. 

Directions: Define the terms given below.

· B.C. 

· B.C.E.

· A.D.

· C.E.

The date 300 B.C.E. is 300 years before the start of the Common Era.  It is the same year as 300 B.C. The date 300 C.E. is 300 years after the start of the Common Era.  It is the same as A.D. 300.

The following rules will help you use B.C. and A.D. (or B.C.E. and C.E.) correctly.

1. To find out how long ago a B.C. (B.C.E.) date was, add the date to the present year.

2. To find out how long ago an A.D. (C.E.) date was, subtract the date from the present year.

Let us see if you can follow these rules.

· Imagine that this is the year 2100 C.E. How many years ago was 1500 C.E.?

· How many years ago was 1000 B.C.E.?

