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THE COLD WAR THROUGH MUSIC:

“LENINGRAD” (1989)
Directions:  Listen to Billy Joel’s song, “Leningrad”, and answer the accompanying questions.  The lyrics have been reprinted below.
	Viktor was born in the spring of '44

And never saw his father anymore

A child of sacrifice, a child of war

Another son who never had a father after Leningrad

Went off to school and learned to serve the state

Followed the rules and drank his vodka straight

The only way to live was drown the hate

A Russian life was very sad

And such was life in Leningrad

I was born in '49

A cold war kid in McCarthy time

Stop 'em at the 38th Parallel

Blast those yellow reds to hell

And cold war kids were hard to kill

Under their desk in an air raid drill

Haven't they heard we won the war

What do they keep on fighting for?


	Viktor was sent to some Red Army town

Served out his time, became a circus clown

The greatest happiness he'd ever found

Was making Russian children glad

And children lived in Leningrad

But children lived in Levittown

And hid in the shelters underground

Until the Soviets turned their ships around

And tore the Cuban missiles down

And in that bright October sun

We knew our childhood days were done

And I watched my friends go off to war

What do they keep on fighting for?

And so my child and I came to this place

To meet him eye to eye and face to face

He made my daughter laugh, then we embraced

We never knew what friends we had

Until we came to Leningrad


1. Why would Viktor not have seen his father anymore?

2. What is the significance of the phrase “yellow reds”?

3. Why does the singer ask, “Haven’t they heard we won the war”?  To what is he referring?

4. What message can be taken away from this song?

5. The song refers to many events during the Cold War era.  How many of them do you recognize?

	2 WORLD HISTORY II

Mr. Louchheim
	Name_______________________Block_____



	
	Date___________________




THE COLD WAR THROUGH MUSIC:

“RUSSIANS” (1985)
Directions:  Listen to Sting’s song, ”Russians”, and answer the accompanying questions.  The lyrics have been reprinted below.
	In Europe and America, there's a growing feeling of hysteria

Conditioned to respond to all the threats

In the rhetorical speeches of the Soviets

Mr. Khrushchev said we will bury you

I don't subscribe to this point of view

It would be such an ignorant thing to do

If the Russians love their children too

How can I save my little boy from Oppenheimer's deadly toy

There is no monopoly in common sense

On either side of the political fence

We share the same biology

Regardless of ideology

Believe me when I say to you

I hope the Russians love their children too


	There is no historical precedent

To put the words in the mouth of the President

There's no such thing as a winnable war

It's a lie that we don't believe anymore

Mr. Reagan says we will protect you

I don't subscribe to this point of view

Believe me when I say to you

I hope the Russians love their children too

We share the same biology

Regardless of ideology

What might save us, me, and you

Is if the Russians love their children too



1. What does the music itself (as opposed to the lyrics) convey to the listener?

2. Who are the people that the singer mentions in the song?

3. What is “Oppenheimer’s deadly toy”?

4. What point of view does the song reflect?
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THE COLD WAR THROUGH MUSIC:

“RUST IN PEACE…POLARIS” (1990)
Directions:  Listen to the song “Rust in Peace…Polaris” by Megadeth and answer the accompanying questions.  The lyrics have been reprinted below.
	Tremble you weaklings, cower in fear

I am your ruler, land, sea and air

Immense in my girth, erect I stand tall

I am nuclear murderer I am Polaris

Ready to pounce at the touch of a button

My systems locked in on military gluttons

I rule on land, air and sea

Pass judgment on humanity

Winds blow from the bowels of hell

Will we give warnings, only time will tell

Satan rears his ugly head, to spit into the wind

I spread disease like a dog

Discharge my payload a mile high

Rotten egg air of death wrestles your nostrils

Launch the Polaris, the end doesn't scare us

When will this cease

The warheads will all rust in peace


	Bomb shelters filled to the brim

Survival such a silly whim

World leaders sell missiles cheap

Your stomach turns, your flesh creeps

High priests of holocaust, fire from the sea

Nuclear winter spreading disease

The day of final conflict

All pay the price

The third world war

Rapes peace, takes life

Back to the start, talk of the part

When the Earth was cold as ice

Total dismay as the sun passed away

And the days where black as night

Eradication of Earth's

Population loves Polaris


1. What is Polaris?

2. How would you describe the viewpoint of this song?  Use evidence from the song to support your answer.

3. How might this song be a reflection of the Cold War attitudes in the late 1980s?
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THE COLD WAR THROUGH MUSIC:

“WIND OF CHANGE”
Directions:  Listen to the song, “Wind of Change” by Scorpions and answer the accompanying questions.  The lyrics have been reprinted below.
	I follow the Moskva

Down to Gorky Park

Listening to the wind of change

An August summer night

Soldiers passing by

Listening to the wind of change

The world closing in

Did you ever think

That we could be so close, like brothers

The future's in the air

I can feel it everywhere

Blowing with the wind of change

Chorus:

Take me to the magic of the moment

On a glory night

Where the children of tomorrow dream away

In the wind of change

Walking down the street

Distant memories

Are buried in the past forever

I follow the Moskva

Down to Gorky Park

Listening to the wind of change


	Take me to the magic of the moment

On a glory night

Where the children of tomorrow share their dreams

With you and me

Take me to the magic of the moment

On a glory night

Where the children of tomorrow dream away

In the wind of change

The wind of change blows straight

Into the face of time

Like a stormwind that will ring

The freedom bell for peace of mind

Let your balalaika sing

What my guitar wants to say

Take me to the magic of the moment

On a glory night

Where the children of tomorrow share their dreams

With you and me

Take me to the magic of the moment

On a glory night

Where the children of tomorrow dream away

In the wind of change




1. What does this song suggest about the future of the Soviet Union?

2. Why could the band foresee these things one to two years before they actually happened?

3. What can you predict might bring about the “wind of change” in the USSR and Eastern Europe around 1990?
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WORLD HISTORY II THROUGH MUSIC:

“WE DIDN’T START THE FIRE” (1989)
Directions:  Listen to Billy Joel’s song ”We Didn’t Start the Fire”.  Underline as many terms from our course as you can and explain their significance.
	’49 Harry Truman, Doris Day, Red China, Johnnie Ray

South Pacific, Walter Winchell, Joe DiMaggio

’50 Joe McCarthy, Richard Nixon, Studebaker, television North Korea, South Korea, Marilyn Monroe

’51 Rosenbergs, H-bomb, Sugar Ray, Panmunjom

Brando, "The King and I" and "The Catcher in the Rye"

’52 Eisenhower, vaccine, England's got a new queen, Marciano, Liberace, Santayana goodbye

CHORUS

We didn't start the fire

It was always burning

Since the world's been turning

We didn't start the fire

No we didn't light it

But we tried to fight it

’53 Joseph Stalin, Malenkov, Nasser and Prokofiev

Rockefeller, Campanella, Communist Bloc

’54 Roy Cohn, Juan Peron, Toscanini, Dacron

Dien Bien Phu falls, "Rock Around the Clock"

’55 Einstein, James Dean, Brooklyn's got a winning team

Davy Crockett, Peter Pan, Elvis Presley, Disneyland

’56 Bardot, Budapest, Alabama, Khrushchev

Princess Grace, "Peyton Place", trouble in the Suez

CHORUS

’57 Little Rock, Pasternak, Mickey Mantle, Kerouac, Sputnik, Chou En-Lai, "Bridge on the River Kwai"

’58 Lebanon, Charles de Gaulle, California baseballStarkweather, homicide, Children of Thalidomide
	’59 Buddy Holly, "Ben Hur", space monkey, Mafia

Hula hoops, Castro, Edsel is a no-go

’60 U-2, Syngman Rhee, payola and Kennedy

Chubby Checker, "Psycho", Belgians in the Congo

CHORUS

’61 Hemingway, Eichmann, "Stranger in a Strange Land"

Dylan, Berlin, Bay of Pigs invasion

’62 "Lawrence of Arabia", British Beatlemania

Ole Miss, John Glenn, Liston beats Patterson

’63 Pope Paul, Malcolm X, British politician sex

JFK, blown away, what else do I have to say

CHORUS

’64-89 Birth control, Ho Chi Minh, Richard Nixon back again

Moonshot, Woodstock, Watergate, punk rock

Begin, Reagan, Palestine, terror on the airline

Ayatollah's in Iran, Russians in Afghanistan

"Wheel of Fortune", Sally Ride, heavy metal, suicide

Foreign debts, homeless vets, AIDS, crack, Bernie Goetz

Hypodermics on the shores, China's under martial law

Rock and roller cola wars, I can't take it anymore

CHORUS

We didn't start the fire

But when we are gone

Will it still burn on, and on, and on, and on...



