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COLD WAR POWER METER ASSESSMENT

INTRODUCTION:  The Cold War competition between the United States and the Soviet Union was one of the most significant time periods in modern world history.  The purpose of this assignment is to evaluate your understanding of Cold War events from 1945 to 1991.  In order to do so, you will engage in a timeline activity that will not only require a chronological understanding of the Cold War, but also an analytical one.  You may work individually or with a partner. This project will be done in class and if your partner is absent you will be expected to work on the timeline on your own. 

POSTER REQUIREMENTS:  In order to be considered for full credit, your POSTER must include the following:

1. A title at the top: COLD WAR: 1945-1991
2. A timeline from 1945- 1991 at the bottom of the poster (leave room for step #9)

3. A power meter from 0 to 10 that is located as a vertical line to the left of the timeline.  

4. A box that includes the power meter variables:

5. The first event on the timeline must be 1945- U.S bombs Japan.  This event should be labeled on the timeline. This event should be a 0 on the power meter.

6. The last event on the timeline must be 1991-Soviet Union Collapses.  This event should be labeled on the timeline. This event should be a 0 on the power meter.

7. You will choose eight events from the list below to plot on your timeline.  Each event must have a visual (picture) that relates to the event (no computer images allowed)

	Berlin Airlift 
	Cuban Missile Crisis 

	Bay of Pigs invasion
	Congress Authorizes War in Vietnam 

	Korean War Begins 
	Soviets Crush Revolt in Czechoslovakia 

	U.S. Explodes first Hydrogen Bomb 
	US & USSR Sign SALT I Treaty 

	U-2 Spy Plane Shot Down by Soviets 
	Soviet Troops Invade Afghanistan 

	Soviets Launch Sputnik 
	Berlin Wall Comes Down 


8. On a separate piece of paper, you will write a 3-5 sentence explanation of the rating you assigned to that particular event. This is NOT a summary of the event but an explanation of what impact it had on the Cold War (Did the event increase or decrease tension/fear? Why?  etc.).

9. A second & third timeline (US & USSR) at the bottom of the poster that identifies the presidents from 1945-1991 and what their terms of office were.  This should be colored (pick 2 colors for each timeline and alternate) and labeled.

	US
	USSR

	Harry Truman 1945-1953
	Joseph Stalin -1953

	Dwight D. Eisenhower 1953-1961
	Nikita Khrushchev 1953-1964

	John F. Kennedy 1960-1963
	Leonid Brezhnev 1964-1982

	Lyndon B. Johnson 1963-1969
	Yuri Andropov 1982-

	Richard Nixon 1969-1974
	Konstantin Chernenko 1984-1985

	Gerald Ford 1974-1977
	Mikhail Gorbachev 1985-1991

	Jimmy Carter 1977-1981
	

	Ronald Reagan 1981-1989
	

	George Bush 1989-1993
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RUBRIC:

_____ / 10 pts

Eight (8) events listed on the power meter with accurate dates

_____ / 5 pts 

Eight (8) visuals that represent each event

_____ / 20 pts

Analysis of Events 

_____ / 10 pts

Includes Chronological Timeline, Power Meter, Variables & Leaders Timeline

_____ / 5 pts

Demonstrates that time and effort went into its creation

_____ / 50 pts
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