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WORLD HISTORY THROUGH MUSIC:

“I CAN”
Directions:  Listen to the excerpt of “I Can” by Nas and answer the accompanying questions.  The lyrics have been reprinted below.
	Be, be, 'fore we came to this country

We were kings and queens, never porch monkeys

There was empires in Africa called Kush

Timbuktu, where every race came to get books

To learn from black teachers who taught Greeks and Romans

Asian Arabs and gave them gold when

Gold was converted to money it all changed

Money then became empowerment for Europeans

 
	The Persian military invaded

They heard about the gold, the teachings, and everything sacred

Africa was almost robbed naked

Slavery was money, so they began making slave ships

Egypt was the place that Alexander the Great went

He was so shocked at the mountains with black faces

Shot up they nose to impose what basically

Still goes on today, you see?


1. What were two African empires named by the singer?

2. According to the singer, what contributions did African civilizations make to ancient history?

3. According to the singer, what happened to the greatness of African civilizations?


