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DBQ: AFRICAN TRADE (100 POINTS)

INTRODUCTION

When writing an essay, imagine that you are a lawyer trying to prove a case.  Your main idea, or argument, is expressed in your thesis statement.  And just as a lawyer refers to evidence to prove his case, as a writer you must use examples to prove your thesis.

In Social Studies, a particular type of essay is the Document-Based Question (DBQ).  A DBQ is just what it sounds like:  a question based on documents.  To fully answer the question, you will need to use information in the provided documents as examples, or evidence, to prove your thesis statement.

DIRECTIONS


The following question is based on the accompanying documents.  As you analyze the documents, take into account both the source of the document and the author’s point of view. Be sure to:

a. Carefully read the document-based question.  Consider what you already know about this topic.  How would you answer the question if you had no documents to examine? 

b. Now, read each document carefully, underlining key phrases and words that address the document-based question.  You may also wish to use the margin to make brief notes.  Answer the questions that follow each document in order to gain a better understanding of the information in that document.  In addition, categorize the document as “Political” “Economic” and/or “Social” by circling the corresponding letter(s).
c. Based on your own knowledge and on the information found in the documents, formulate a thesis that directly answers the question.

d. Organize supportive and relevant information into a brief outline.

e. Write a well-organized essay proving your thesis. The essay should be logically presented and should include information both from the documents and from your knowledge outside the documents.

ESSAY STRUCTURE AND FORMAT 

· This essay must be FIVE-paragraphs and no longer than two (2) pages

· Essay must be typed, double-spaced, with 12 pt. Times New Roman font and 1” margins

· Your thesis statement must be underlined

· When referencing the documents in the essay, refer to the author or a description of the document.  Do not use use, “In Document 2…”  Use the same method for creating a parenthetical citation.

· AVOID PLAGIARISM.  This should be your work. 

Additional information beyond the documents


The documents provide you with only fragments of evidence. Answers should include relevant information from beyond the documents—information that you have learned from our study of Africa.  The following list suggests some of that information to consider.

(  The regions with which African civilizations traded.

(  The various peoples and cultural influences on Africa as a result of that trade.

(  Mansa Musa’s hajj.


Document 1

Aksum reached its height between 325 and 360. Aksum’s location made it an important international trading center. This map shows the trade routes to and from Aksum between 300 and 700.  

	How did Aksum’s location enable it to become a trading center?                                      

                                                                                                                                              P - S - E 


Document 2

Between 700 and 1067, the Kingdom of ancient Ghana rose in power and gained control of the trans-Saharan gold and salt trade.  This description of the King’s court in ancient Ghana was written by the Arab scholar, Al-Bakri in 1067.  (Through African Eyes, ed. By Leon E. Clark, Praeger Press, Inc., New York, 1970.)
	The court of appeal is held in a domed pavilion around which stand ten horses with gold embroidered trappings. Behind the king stand ten pages holding shields and swords decorated with gold, and on his right are the sons of the subordinate kings of his country, all wearing splendid garments and with their hair mixed with gold. The governor of the city sits on the ground before the king, and around him are ministers seated likewise. At the door of the pavilion are dogs…[wearing] collars of gold and silver, studded with a number of balls of the same metals.  



	What evidence of wealth is described?                                                                                

                                                                                                                                              P - S - E

	What evidence of an advanced political structure is described?                                         

                                                                                                                                              P - S - E


Document 3

This explanation for the wealth of the kingdom of Ghana is taken from Through African Eyes, ed. by Leon E. Clark, Praeger Press, New York, 1970.  
	The Arab traders of this region wanted gold as much as the Wangara wanted salt, but both had to pass through Ghana to trade…Ghana controlled the land…it had the military forces…to maintain peace in the area, thereby assuring safe trade for the Arabs and the Wangara.  

Ancient Ghana was an extremely complex empire.  It possessed many of the characteristics of powerful nations today: wealth based on trade, sufficient food to feed its people, income derived from taxes, social organization that ensured justice and efficient political control, a strong army equipped with advanced weapons, and a foreign policy that led to a peace and cooperation with other people.  



	Explain ancient Ghana’s role in the gold-salt trade:                                                          

                                                                                                                                              P - S - E


Document 4 
The following description of the visit to Cairo in 1324 by the king of Mali, Mansa Musa, was written by Al-Umari, who visited Cairo several years after Musa’s visit.
	From the beginning of my coming to stay in Egypt I heard talk of the arrival of this sultan Musa on his Pilgrimmage and found the Cairenes [people of Cairo] eager to recount what they had seen of the African’s prodigal spending….This man [Mansa Musa] flooded Cairo with his benefactions….The Cairenes made incalculable profits out of him and his suite in buying and selling and giving and taking….Gold was at a high price until they came in that year….[F]rom that time its value fell and it cheapened in price and has remained cheap till now.



	What can you tell about the extent of Mansa Musa’s wealth?                                            

                                                                                                                                              P - S - E


Document 5

Leo Africanus, an Arab traveler, visited Timbuktu in the Kingdom of Songhai early in the 1500s and left this description of that city.

	[T]here is a most stately temple to be seen, the walls whereof are made of stone and lime, and a princely palace also built by a most excellent workman of Granada.  Here are many shops of [artisans] and merchants, and especially of such as…linen and cotton cloth.  And here do the Barbarie merchants bring cloth of Europe….The inhabitants and especially strangers there residing are exceedingly rich….When I myself was here, I saw one camel load of salt sold for 80 ducats.  The rich king of Timbuktu has many plates and scepters of gold….Here are a great number of doctors, judges, priests, and other learned men that are bountifully maintained at the king’s cost.



	What can you tell about the economic connections between Timbuktu and North Africa and Europe?                                                                                                                               

                                                                                                                                              P - S - E


Document 6

Leo Africanus, also visited Gao, the capital of Songhai early in the 1500s and left this description. 
	The houses there are very poor, except for those of the king and his courtiers. The merchants are exceedingly rich and large numbers of people continually come here to buy cloth brought from Barbarie (Morocco) and Europe… 

Here there is a certain place where slaves are sold, especially on those days when the merchants are assembled. And a young slave of fifteen years of age is sold for six ducats, and children are also sold. The king of this region has a certain private palace where he maintains a great number of concubines and slaves.



	What can you tell about the economic connections between Gao, North Africa and Europe?  How does trade affect the various residents of Gao?                                                                                                                               

                                                                                                                                              P - S - E


Document 7

The Moroccan scholar and traveler Ibn Battuta visited the coast in 1331. He described in detail the splendour of the Sultan parading through Mogadishu.

	"All the people walked barefoot, and there were raised over his head four canopies of coloured silk and on the top of each canopy was the figure of a bird in gold. His clothes that day were a robe of green Jerusalem [material] and underneath it fine loose robes of Egypt. He was dressed with wraps of silk and turbaned with a large turban. Before him drums and trumpets and pipes were played..."


	What does this description of clothing tell you about the extent of African trade?

                                                                                                                                              P - S - E





Question:   How did the growth of trade affect early African civilizations economically, politically, and socially?





Question:   How did the growth of trade affect early African civilizations economically, politically, and socially?  











